Testing shows Aina Koa Pono technology not risk to public

By Shawn Kelly

I welcome the opportu-
nity to discuss the workings
and overall process of the
proposed Aina Koa Pono
(AKP) biofuels plant on the
Big Island, and believe a
healthy debate will assist
everyone with understand-
ing the process.

AECOM is program man-
ager under a master serv-
ices agreement (MSA) with
Aina Koa Pono for the Kau
project on Hawaii island.

AECOM will also enter
into the engineering, pro-
curement and construction
(EPC) contract for AKP's
project when all necessary
approvals are received and
a permit to construct is is-
sued pending a mutually
agreeable contract (“Critics
of Hawaiian Electric's biofu-
els plan fear high bills,”
Star-Advertiser, Aug. 11).

Prior to the master agree-
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The process has two
phases of operation: the
first phase is water removal,
which is run at approxi-
mately 356 degrees Fahren-
heit; the second phase is
the “Syn-crude” extraction
phase running at about
572 degrees Fahrenheit.

Several weeks ago I vis-
jted the facility and wit-
nessed the 5 Ton Per Day
(TPD) demonstration unit
operate through the first
phase of water extraction,
which appears to be work-
ing within the design pa-
rameters. Because the
process is linear in nature,
the scale-up from the cur-
rent 5 TPD unit to a 75 or
100 TPD commercial scale
unit is relatively simple; the
process equipment will be
larger and fully tested at the
manufacturing facility prior
to delivery in Kau.

All testing at this time
will be witnessed and certi-

_ fied by AECOM along with

the manufacturer engineer
of record prior to shipment

— and during the commis-
sioning phase, once con-
structed, the same rigorous
testing will be completed to
reach commercial opera-
tion in Kau.

As for the “microwave
leakage” discussion, the
Phase One process at maxi-
mum temperature had zero
radio-frequency losses, and
the same is being reported
on the second phase of ex-
tracting “Syn-crude.” We
firmly believe that this will
be achieved in the larger
commercial units contem-
plated for use by AKP.

AS LONG AS the demon-
stration testing continues
to perform as expected, as
indicated by the informa-
tion being given to AECOM,
our hands-on testing —
which should begin in late
September — should pro-
ceed as expected.

The technology, long-
term operations and main-
tenance should meet the
current performance expec-
tations for this most impor-
tant project.




